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Kirkland Crawford | Mick McCabe's Detroit Free Press 50 years in the Free Press: The best high school athletes he has seen Detroit Free Press longtime columnist Mick McCabe has seen all of them over the past half century. The best of the best in Michigan high school sports during this time. The Michigan High School Athletic
Association provided clarity on how to proceed with fall sports. In a news release Tuesday, the MHSAA said it has adjusted its program for soccer, volleyball and girls swimming and diving now that the organization better understands the requirements for the pilot rapid test program from the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, essential for high school athletes in the state to return to competition. As a result, the MHSAA has instructed school practices for fall sports to stop immediately. MICK MCCABE: Early enrollees in Michigan, MSU have the decision to make for MHSAA playoffsSparation with the MHSAA, teams participating in the pilot program
should get rapid-result antigen tests for COVID-19 by December 29. At that time, MDHHS will host webinars to train those involved in the testing program. The MHSAA said Tuesday that once the first tests have been administered, scheduled for December 30, practices can continue. If schools are delayed, teams can start practices once
individuals have taken a negative test. Last week, after Gov. Gretchen Whitmer relaxed state restrictions that had high school sports on the bench, the MHSAA said practices for fall sports could begin Monday. The Twitter account of Rockford's sports department shared a video of players working through drills on the football field on
Monday and Tuesday.As now standing, football is scheduled to pick up with the regional finals on January 2, volleyball is to complete their state tournament January 7-9 at Battle Creek and girls swimming and diving are finally scheduled for January 15-16. The MHSAA said Tuesday that it is working to update these schedules and will
provide an updated calendar soon Contact Kirkland Crawford: kcrawford@freepress.com. Follow him on Twitter @HiKirkHere. LANSING, Mich. - The Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) announced Tuesday that it will suspend practices for soccer, volleyball and girls swimming and diving immediately after receiving
requirements for the state's pilot rapid test program. The program, provided by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS), is designed to gain insight and collect data on the spread of COVID-19, such as MDHHS to provide expanded rapid test availability to schools in January.The announcement comes after
MHSAA allowed teams to return to practice monday. READ MORE:Michigan high school football teams to return to practice Michigan high school football tournament to resume next month - here's the schedule Due to requirements and the need for more direction from MDHHS that will be forthcoming next week, the MHSAA has
instructed schools that are still participating immediately suspend the practice, an MHSAA press release said. MHSAA is also working to update competition dates to better reflect the testing schedule. Participation in the MDHHS pilot test program is a prerequisite for athletes to participate in the final races in these sports. Autumn sports
teams participating in the pilot programme are expected to receive rapid-result antigen tests and more guidance by 29 December. MDHHS will conduct webinars on 28 and 29 December to train school staff involved in the testing process. Group practices could continue as early as 30 December once the first tests have been administered.
If schools are delayed at the start of testing, they can start the practice once individuals have had a negative test. Confirmation of any updated tournament dates will be announced shortly on the MHSAA website. Copyright 2020 by WDIV ClickOnDetroit - All rights reserved. David Goriki | The Detroit New High School of Sports will remain
on hold through at least December 20 as Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer expanded into a statewide partial shutdown because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The partial shutdown was scheduled to end Tuesday. The Michigan High School Athletic Association was trying to complete its fall sports with championships in football, volleyball
and girls swimming by the end of the month. MHSAA said the Representative Council would meet on Wednesday to decide its next course of action, adding that it still hopes to complete the swimming seasons of football, volleyball and girls with state championship events. We are aware of the crisis that our medical caregivers and first
responders are navigating and understanding the need to continue the pause, MHSAA director Mark Will said in a written statement. However, the MHSAA had provided a detailed plan for both Governor Whitmer and MDHHS that would have completed fall tournaments without spectators in the safest possible way during the month of
December, along with permission for winter sports practices to resume. While we are disappointed with today's announcement, we will continue to look forward as we remain committed to playing three sporting seasons until the end of them. The MHSAA Representative Council will meet on Wednesday of this week to draw up another
plan to complete the Fall and restart winter. Football is in the regional round of its postseason. Whitmer stopped the high school fall athletic season for at least three weeks on November 18 as part of widespread new restrictions announced in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Η MHSAA regional football games on 15-16 December
with the state semi-finals on 21-22 December and title games on 28-29 December. Now the earliest regionals could be played are after Christmas with semi-final games pushed to Christina Area coaches.Now many district coaches think it's time to pull the plug on the football season.Just call it a season, it's OK, basketball did it, just call it
a season, said West Bloomfield coach Ron Bellamy , recalling how the boys basketball season came to a due to the COVID-19 pandemic just before the area title games in mid-March. It's not MHSAA's fault. They did an amazing job trying to (save the season). But the health ministry didn't think it was safe enough and we live with it. It's
not the end of the world. Everyone is like, You can wait until spring to play, and my disprover in this is, it's not the same football team when Donovan Edwards (four-star running back) and Maxwell Hairston (cornerback, Kentucky) and Gavin Hardeman (safety, Air Force), who did well academically to put themselves in a position where they
could drop out of high school early (in January) , now you play against teams whose children do not leave or cannot leave until the summer. It's not fair because they're not our team. Detroit Cass Tech - ranked No.2 in the state by the Detroit News - had to play at No.1 Belleville in a regional final on November 20, but the game was
postponed due to the first sports hiatus. The Cass Tech-Belleville showdown wouldn't have been played then anyway since Belleville coach Jermain Crowell had just tested positive for COVID. Crowell said he spent four days of hell with the virus. He's in favor of waiting until spring to finish the season. If we wait, it'll be warmer. We'll
actually have practice time, plus the vaccine will be out. It makes more sense. Crowell also stands to lose his best players as early enrollees in college, including two-way lineman Damon Payne (Alabama), linebacker Jamari Buddin (Penn State) and receiver Deion Burks (Purdue). Cass Tech longtime coach Thomas Wilcher stayed in
touch with Crowell during his fight with COVID. Crowell was defensive coordinator at Cass Tech during consecutive Division 1 years of state championships in 2011 and 2012. I think it's probably the best thing to do, shut it down, there's not much time with the cold weather, all the kids are going to do is get sick, so I won't support it,
Wilcher told The News. There's no way you're going to ask someone to play a football game and not work for a month. It's not going to happen. I just don't see it happening, so let's call it a wrapper. I see it that way - at least they had a chance to play (nine games) and that's what's important. I'm not going to get upset about this. After all,
this is all about maintaining life, ensuring that everyone is healthy so that we go about it the right way. Michigan-bound center Raheem Anderson plans to start college in mid-January and would like to continue playing. He is among a handful of Cass Tech players planning on starting college next month. Honestly, in my opinion, how the
cases go I think it will bring (the season) back, Anderson told The News. I understand what the Captain is doing. I'm glad we played nine games, got a lot of wins, but we wanted to finish what we started. The Representative Council of the Michigan High School Athletic Association on Wednesday approved an adapted program to restart
and complete the fall fall in football, volleyball girls and girls swimming &amp; diving, as well as resume winter sports after a three-week hiatus in activity ordered by the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) scheduled to end December 9. The MDHHS announced November 15 a three-week pause in various
activities, including school sports, effective November 18, in the hope of stopping the state's increase in infections due to COVID-19. The volleyball and swimming &amp; diving tournaments have one more week, with the MHSAA finals for both previously scheduled for November 21. The 11 and 8-Player Football Playoffs are also nearing
their conclusions, with the 8-player postseason two games from completion and 11-player down in its last three rounds. Winter practices for everyone but boys basketball, bowling, skiing and wrestling had begun for high school teams. If permitted by the MDHHS, the practice will continue for all three sports Fall December 9, with
tournaments scheduled as follows:• Volleyball: Quarterfinals in all four categories will be played on Tuesday, December 15, with semifinals played December 17-18 and finals on Saturday, December 19. These last two rounds will be played at Battle Creek's Kellogg Arena, as previously planned.• Swimming &amp; Diving: All three Lower
Lower Peninsula Finals will be held on Tuesday, December 22 (diving) and Wednesday, December 23 (swimming) with three high schools each hosting a meeting. This allows a two-week practice window for all participating swimmers who previously met and entered the qualification times, and for divers who previously qualify for regional
meetings.• Football: 11-Player regional finals and 8-Player semifinals will be played on Tuesday, December 15, and Wednesday, December 16. In addition, 11-player semifinalists and 8-player finals will be played December 21-22, the 8-player championship games at the Midland Community Stadium; 11-player final will be played on
Monday, December 28, and Tuesday, December 29 at Ford Field.For winter sports, the Council approved the resumption of practices on December 9, if permitted by the MDHHS, with the competition to begin January 4. We understand where the COVID numbers were, and that's why we've supported the cessation order, said MHSAA
Executive Director Mark Will. But these Fall sports are worth closing, and this strategy provides the best opportunities without further interruptions to a normal course of training and competition. A very small percentage of our teams remain active in our fall tournaments, also limiting possible exposure to the virus across the state.
Meanwhile, waiting until January to start the winter competition, the Council allows our teams to continue the activity, but also by limiting the involvement of communities to further promote the reduction of covid spread. The Council meets again on 4 December for its annual autumn meeting, and will at that time consider possible
tournament adjustments required due to the shortened winter competition season. The Representative Council is the MHSAA's 19-member legislature. All but five are elected by member schools. Member States. members are appointed by the Council to facilitate the representation of women and minorities, and the 19th post is occupied
by the Inspector of Public Teaching or the appointee. The MHSAA is a private, non-profit company of voluntary membership from more than 1,500 public and private senior high schools and high schools/middle schools that exists to develop common rules on athletic eligibility and competition. No government funds or tax dollars support
the MHSAA, which was the first such association nationwide not to accept membership fees or tournament entry fees from schools. Member schools that enforce these rules are allowed to participate in MHSAA tournaments, which attract more than 1.4 million spectators each year. RELATEDHigh school football playoff teams and
scoresShut down just days before finals, swimmer face ultimate test of resilienceVolleyball coaches willing to wait as long as it takes to finish the season season
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